Introduction
this contribution proposes to understand hegel's self-consciousness chapter in his Phenomenology of Spirit (phos) as his alternative to Kant's idea of the transcendental 'i'. Kant's project: thinking the possibility of metaphysics is comparable to hegel's project in the phos. of course, hegel's theory of self-consciousness has epistemological and socio-theoretical implications, but in this paper i will focus on hegel's metaphysical position that justifies these implications. it is not original to draw attention to making the comparison between the transcendental 'i' and the hegelian self-consciousness. Well-known scholars have already emphasized that hegel's concept of self-consciousness aims to improve the Kantian notion of it.1 in my opinion, however, they fail to identify the precise difference because they overlook an important similarity.
in this paper, i will present the view that hegel further develops the Kantian idea that we cannot perceive unity, but only think it. yet, this is not the only similarity to Kant. like Kant, hegel holds on to the view that although we are unable to perceive nature's unity, and that we ourselves are the unity of nature, it still exists relatively independently from us. in opposition to 'standard' idealism, such as Berkeley's, in which nature only exists insofar as it is perceived, hegel does not reduce nature to being just an idea of reason. Different from Kant, however, hegel not only points out the fundamental distinction between self-consciousness and nature, but also their oneness. the difference between them exists within the subject itself. this position is not alien to Kant, but belongs to his practical arthur kok philosophy. the practical standpoint of reason implies a position in which the subject is both natural and intellectual. so, hegel's actual program in the self-consciousness chapter then is to think the unity of practical and theoretical reason.
thus, the core problem that hegel tries to tackle is the problem of the unity of reason. i claim that hegel takes Kant's practical view on the unity of reason, autonomous freedom, to be the intrinsic unity of the transcendental subject and the thing-in-itself which remain irreconcilable in Kant's theoretical philosophy. hegel does not regard the relation between the transcendental subject and the autonomous subject as 'precise concordance',2 as does Kant, but shows that freedom-not in the sense of spontaneity, but as autonomy-is the essence of the transcendental 'i'. in hegel's view, the autonomous subject is identical to the thing-in-itself, because the thing-in-itself as such has the structure of a subject. hegel does not deny, however, that the thing-in-itself has no otherness for the subject, but this otherness is not alien to it, as Kant maintains. philosophical or metaphysical knowledge, i.e. knowledge of the thing-in-itself, is self-knowledge, yet the self or subject that is known exists essentially in a relation to otherness. in the end, the essence of our being, autonomy, must be understood as the unity of independency and dependency of the subject. this is made explicit in the lord/bondsman relation in the selfconsciousness chapter of the phos. hegel calls this relation of independency and dependency recognition. his concept of recognition replaces Kant's idea of the transcendental 'i' as an adequate concept for selfconsciousness, without failing to integrate the most important element of the transcendental subject, namely to be the condition for metaphysics.
to make my thesis about the metaphysical importance of the selfconsciousness chapter in the phos more feasible, i will first draw some relations between this book and the Science of Logic (sol). in the introduction to The Science of Subjective Logic, hegel discusses directly with Kant about the nature of subjectivity. this discussion is helpful to understand how we can relate the self-consciousness chapter in the phos to Kant's transcendental project of the possibility of metaphysics. the main body of my contribution will consist in a reading of the self-consciousness chapter of the phos. i will systematically evaluate the dialectical structure of this chapter, drawing special attention to hegel's famous introduction of life in the first part of the self-consciousness chapter.
